Multiple basal cell carcinomas in a patient with acute myeloid leukaemia and chronic lymphocytic leukaemia.
Skin cancer is a well-recognized risk of prolonged immunosuppression, for example, following renal transplantation. These tumours contrast with idiopathic lesions in that squamous cell, rather than basal cell carcinomas usually predominate. We report a Caucasian female who developed multiple basal cell carcinomas following protracted cytotoxic therapy for acute myeloid leukaemia and subsequently chronic lymphocytic leukaemia. No other clinical risk factors nor relevant polymorphisms of genes encoding for detoxifying enzymes were identified. Immune suppression is a well-recognized cause of multiple skin tumours, the most striking increase usually being of squamous cell carcinomas. We believe this woman is representative of a subgroup of immunosuppressed patients who, for as yet poorly understood reasons, have a predisposition to basal cell, rather than squamous cell carcinoma accrual.